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Unique difficulties of transfusion in 
haemoglobinopathy

Mismatch between donor and recipient populations

Iron loading 

Inappropriate transfusions

Hyperhaemolysis

Healthcare provision for minority populations: historically underfunded and 

under resourced

Red cell exchange transfusion funding shortfall with tariff historically

Availability of exchange transfusions near patients’ homes





The Red Cell network
Supports provision of specialist and non-
specialist haemoglobinopathy services to adults 
and children with Sickle Cell Disorder, 
Thalassaemia and Rare Inherited Anaemia

Partnership between University College London 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Whittington 
Health NHS Trust, North Middlesex University 
Hospital NHS Trust and Cambridge University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Covers the sickle cell networks across North 
Central London and East Anglia; thalassaemia 
and rare inherited anaemia (RIA) across London, 
South Central and South West England
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